
E16 EZ EE the washington post . sunday, april 10 ,  2022

Diversions

B Y  G E O R G I A  N I C O L S

Happy Birthday | April 10: You are goal-oriented. You have a plan, you make lists, and you want to achieve your 
objectives. Nevertheless, you are playful and forever youthful. This year will be quieter and slower-paced. It’s the 
perfect year to focus on friendships and close relationships. Be willing to let others help you. Relax.

Moon Alert: There are no 
restrictions to shopping or 
important decisions. The Moon is in 
Leo.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Steer clear of power struggles today, 
especially with parents, bosses, 
teachers and the police. They will do 
you no good. You will not win. Instead, 
relax and go with the flow. Don’t get 
your belly in a rash. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
You might be doing a slow boil about 
something that rankles you, but you 
can’t speak up. (This is the worst!) 
You are probably wise to refrain 
from making a scene, because 
things could get nasty today. Stay 
chill. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
You might find yourself at odds with 
a friend or a member of a group 
today. This is a power struggle. You 
want your way; they want their way. 
But when the annals of history are 
written, will any of this make a 
difference? 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Power struggles with bosses, parents 
and the police are likely. Naturally, you 
have a choice. This doesn’t have to 
happen. Give them a wide berth! Run 
the other direction for your own peace 
of mind. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Lighten up about differences in 
religion and belief systems, because 
this will lead to unpleasant power 
struggles. Although we all have 
more in common than not — we all 
want to be happy and we don’t want 
to suffer — people do have different 
ideologies. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Quarrels about shared property, 
taxes and debt, as well as shared 
responsibilities, might erupt. Very 
likely, these are basically struggles 
about power and control. Be smart 
and don’t get involved. Relax and 
enjoy your day instead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Be patient with partners and close 
friends, because arguments might 
break out. Not a pretty picture. They 
will do you no good, because you 
like harmony in your surroundings. 
Even though you are a clever 
debater, you like to keep the peace. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
Avoid arguments at work, because 
anger only makes everyone 
miserable. Possibly, it might be an 
argument about a pet or something 
related to your health. Sometimes 
you feel you’re right and that it 
matters. But what really matters is 
your own happiness. Stay chill. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Steer clear of arguments with your 
kids. Once there is anger in the 
family, all family members suffer. Is 
this worth it? Life is short. 
Meanwhile, family is important; in 
fact, family is gold. Respect the 
peace and harmony of your family. 

Horoscope

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
This is a classic day for a family 
argument, possibly with a parent or 
someone else. It might arise from a 
general discussion, or it could relate 
to home repairs. More than most 
signs, you value family, tradition and 
security. Do what you can to keep 
the peace in your family. Harmony is 
invaluable. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
You are bright and clever, and you 
might be tempted to get into an 
argument because someone says 
something that you know isn’t true. 
Or perhaps you disagree. Whatever 
the case, is it worth it to destroy 
everyone’s peaceful day? 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
Squabbles about money and 
possessions might ruin your day. 
Don’t take the bait. Put your own 
happiness first. Relax. 

“COMING TO 
TERMS” By 
DAVID ALFRED 
BYWATERS

ACROSS
 1 Well-trodden 

ways
 6 Fountain favorite
 12 Encountered
 15 Darns, say
 19 In the area of
 20 Go too far
 21 The Pac-12’s 

Sun Devils: 
Abbr.

 22 Fall lead-in?
 23 Grill a bit too 

long?
 26 19-Across, on a 

memo
 27 Title TV role for 

Sandra Oh
 28 Comme une 

jeune fille
 29 Sound from a 

snorter
 30 Stairway 

alternative
 31 Oppressive 

ruler
 33 Won’t let go
 36 __ bean
 37 Estimate words
 39 “No Time for 

Sergeants,” 
e.g.?

 42 Venomous 
slitherers

 45 Text letters often 
in blue

 47 Way more than 
drizzle

 48 Qtys.
 49 One may be 

saved or taken
 50 Stew veggies
 52 Fishing nets
 54 Tough H.S. tests
 57 Palatial mansion 

navigation 
need?

 61 Old Norse 
poetic work

 62 Wild way to run
 63 Dismiss 

contemptuously
 64 Novel features
 66 Na+ or Cl-
 67 “The Munsters” 

matriarch
 68 Sheltered from 

the sun
 69 TV series with 

funny animals?
 71 Host
 72 Make special 

mention of
 73 Beer nickname
 74 Joan __
 75 Name on the 

“Robot” sci-fi 
series

 76 Miner’s finds
 77 Stuck in __
 79 Fresh food 

fight?
 82 Go beyond 

dating

 83 Neckwear 
accessory

 85 Arid
 86 Prefix with 

cumulus
 87 Achy
 88 More than just 

comfortable
 91 Weaken
 92 Source of class 

struggle?
 93 Endorse certain 

property 
barriers?

 98 Cut
 100 Opera 

highlights
 101 Commercial 

bigwigs
 103 Less verbose
 107 Edges
 108 Grooming style 

named for a 
continent

 110 Saturate
 112 Miembro de la 

familia
 113 “Hunny” lover
 114 Immortal 

confection?
 118 Besides that
 119 Feel bad about
 120 Court errors

 121 Confused 
conflict

 122 Oolong and 
pekoe

 123 Boot a 
grounder, say

 124 Joint effort, 
briefly

 125 Visionaries

DOWN
 1 Measured, with 

“off”
 2 Too good for
 3 Reference 

library array
 4 Wheel center
 5 Daze
 6 Apple juice 

eponym
 7 Confront 

opposite
 8 Far from festive
 9 Arboreal apex
 10 Harris and a 

horse
 11 Happy 

companion?
 12 20th-century 

Chinese 
ideology

 13 “Around the 
Horn” channel

 14 Elephant 
feature

 15 Haunted house 
occupants, it’s 
said

 16 Titular Verdi 
bandit

 17 Become fond of
 18 Go faster, with 

“it”
 24 Attacks
 25 Award recipient
 32 Closing pieces
 34 Portuguese year
 35 Post-op places
 36 Chance-of-rain 

nos.
 38 Utah city that’s 

an anagram of 
an Italian city

 40 Admirers, as a 
group

 41 “Let me clarify 
... ”

 42 Cigar end, in 
two senses

 43 Coast
 44 Examined by 

touch
 46 Eagerly 

accepted, as 
compliments

 51 Shaker grains

 53 Foolish ways
 54 Friendly
 55 Ferret relatives
 56 Largest of the 

Inner Hebrides
 58 __ wolf
 59 Just fair
 60 Word after 

scared or bored
 62 Yale, for five 

U.S. presidents
 65 Big name
 68 Winter forecast
 69 Mashed into a 

paste
 70 French 

vineyards
 71 “__ Beso”: 1962 

Anka hit
 73 Scot’s tot
 75 Winter road 

hazard
 78 Done with, 

perhaps
 80 Ensnare
 81 Tyke on a trike
 83 One may stand 

on them to 
reach a high 
shelf

 84 Prime time time
 87 Big hits
 89 Third-century 

date
 90 Attentive
 93 “Arabian Nights” 

vehicle
 94 Colorful 

songbird
 95 Cocktail named 

for a plant
 96 __ John: meat 

brand
 97 Book 

predecessor
 99 Fixes the edge 

of
 102 Sealy rival
 104 Didn’t take well?
 105 Down source
 106 Valentine’s Day 

gift
 108 Traditionally, 

amount of land 
plowable by 
one man in one 
day with a team 
of oxen

 109 Common par
 111 Govt. accident 

investigator
 115 “Brockmire” 

network
 116 Confucian path
 117 “I had no idea”
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“ASSEMBLING THE 
PARTS” By PAUL 
COULTER

ACROSS
 1 Fruit stand buys
 7 One way to be 

taken
 12 Behavioral 

Analysis Unit’s 
org.

 15 Govt. loan 
agency

 18 Mountains of __: 
Genesis locale

 19 Bar offering
 20 Heros, to some
 22 “Might I suggest 

... ” + “Since 
you mentioned 
it ... ” = “I’ll be 
darned!”

 24 Superior
 25 Wasn’t present?
 26 Violent protester
 27 Car jackers?
 28 Irish moonshine
 30 Honest about 

+ “L’chaim!” = 
Realistic

 32 Netted, say
 34 Kennel club 

designation
 36 Angers
 37 Cliffside 

dwelling
 38 Defense 

secretary under 
Nixon

 39 Dear
 40 DOD intel arm
 43 Approached old 

age + Ready to 
sail = Joined the 
cause

 46 Archaeological 
site

 48 Noticed
 50 “__ ideas?”
 51 Phone 

downloads
 52 Irritates
 53 Studied for a 

job?
 54 Google find
 56 Lite
 57 Have credit 

from
 58 __ male
 61 Yell + Bent on 

getting = Need 
urgently

 65 Western __
 66 Super Bowl LVI 

champ
 67 Some wedding 

guests
 68 Snacks, say
 70 Biting
 71 One may 

become a cliché
 72 Raise
 74 High point
 77 Marsh growths
 78 Brief “Out of the 

question”
 79 Sergeant’s order 

+ Type of skate 
= Get with the 
program

 82 AOL alternative
 83 __ Elton John
 84 Morally instruct
 86 The Mick 

succeeded 
him as Yankee 
center fielder

 87 Letters after 
many a 
general’s name

 89 Full force
 90 Experts
 91 Patronize + 

Comfortable = 
Kind of parent

 94 Rouses
 96 Changeable 

type
 97 Thingamabob
 100 “Goddess of 

Pop”
 103 Hardly promising
 104 Cede + Pitching 

style = Climbing 
method

 106 Writers like O. 
Henry

 107 Aquatic mammal
 108 Beltway 

environs
 109 Writer
 110 Rehab hurdle
 111 Crystal-lined 

rock
 112 “Stagecoach” 

and “High 
Noon”

DOWN
 1 When repeated, 

a fish
 2 Winged figure of 

myth
 3 Celebration with 

a tent, maybe
 4 Handel bars
 5 Apt grab rhyme
 6 Put away for 

later
 7 __ Clinton, 

historic English 
village that lent 
its name to a 
sports car

 8 Joke victim
 9 “A Hard Road to 

Glory” author
 10 Rent for fishing, 

say
 11 Do-it-yourselfer’s 

purchase

 12 Disagreements
 13 Mountain West 

river named for 
sheep

 14 Clinton said he 
didn’t do it

 15 Printing flourish
 16 Actor Dern
 17 Nile serpents
 20 Indian butter
 21 Patron saint of 

France
 23 Risky turn, 

maybe
 27 __ pie
 29 Frosh, probably
 31 Writes a new 

version of
 32 It’s a long story
 33 Brightly colored
 34 Hopping 

targets?
 35 Clear (of)
 38 Common cat 

seat
 39 Well aware of
 40 Japanese-

American
 41 Take care of
 42 Extra feature
 44 Dugout rack 

item

 45 Crude gp.?
 47 “Aim High” 

federal org.
 48 Merit badge 

earner
 49 Little men in the 

front row
 52 Delivery 

assignment
 54 Dig find
 55 Sonnet line 

quintet
 56 Like some 

bonds
 58 Auto option
 59 Velcro 

alternative
 60 Groom with a 

bill
 62 “M*A*S*H” 

corporal
 63 Chinese 

currency
 64 Authentic
 69 “Exodus” hero
 71 Crucial trials
 72 “Cast Away” 

escape vehicle
 73 Nevada copper 

town
 74 Vacation rental 

option

 75 “... roasting __ 
open fire”

 76 Cello parts
 79 Flipper
 80 Sask. neighbor
 81 Online customer 

service option
 83 Least fresh
 85 Deadline
 87 Asian noodle 

dish
 88 Lens cover
 89 French word of 

approval
 90 Managed
 91 Jersey __
 92 Hit lightly
 93 “Bonanza” 

brother
 94 Really dig
 95 Sound file suffix
 96 China problem
 98 Able to see right 

through
 99 Had too much, 

briefly
 101 Fed. power dept.
 102 Old food label 

figs.
 104 Keep every one 

of
 105 TV pioneer
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The Style Invitational

Week 1483: Pun for the Roses —
our famous foal-‘breeding’ contest 

FUNNY FIVES FAVES: Wordling along

“Breed” Happy Jack with Make It Big and name the foal 
Ecstatic Jack

Iron Works x Enough Already = Iron“StopsWorking”
Clapton x Apprehend = Clapton Irons

Yes! After another iffy year in so many ways, we once again 
are on the traditional schedule for the running of the 
Kentucky Derby and, with it, our most popular contest of the 
year, usually generating some 4,000 entries for the Empress to 
ponder. This week:  Use the list below  of 100 of the 300-some 
horses nominated for the 2022 Triple Crown races to  “breed” 
any two names and name the “foal” to humorously play on 
both parents’ names, as in the examples above. (Yes, we know 
they’re almost all male. We do not care.)

As in actual thoroughbred racing, a name may not exceed 
18 characters including spaces, but those characters may 
include punctuation and numerals. You may run words 
together to save space, but the name should be easy to read.

Please write entries in the A x B = C format of the second 
and third example above, and note the formatting 
instructions on this week’s entry form and The Style 
Conversational. They’re easy, but the E and  her longtime 
volunteer sorter, Loser Jonathan Hardis, need you to follow 
the directions so the entries can be sorted by horse name.

Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite-1483 (no 
capitals in the Web address). Deadline is Monday, April 18; 
results appear on Derby weekend: May 8 in print, May 5 
online.

BY PAT MYERS

Our Week 1479 contest — in 
which the Empress ripped off the 
Nerd Game of the Hour, asking 
for phrases that would work as 
New York Times Wordle grids, 
proved, well, a challenge. “I 
never thought I’d come up with 
anything for this contest,” 
lamented one Loser. Another: 
“Stop this madness!” The rule 
was that once a letter was in the 
right, “green” place for the final 
word, it had to stay there for 
subsequent words.

4th place:

^ The springtime singer’s 
lament. (Sarah Walsh, 
Rockville) 

3rd place:

^ What a Florida teacher does 
now. (Duncan Stevens, Vienna) 

2nd place and the Day of the 
Dead Pop-Tarts:

^ Why on earth would you keep 
announcing your X/6 Wordle 
score? (Jon Gearhart, Des 
Moines) 

And the winner of the 
Clowning Achievement:

^ A brief Tinder love story: 
Swipe right, spend the night, 
take flight. (Hildy Zampella, 
Alexandria) 

Fives below:
Honorable mentions

BEERS 
JEERS
WEARY
TEARY

A Commanders fan’s usual 
quarter-by-quarter experience.  
(Steve Smith, Potomac) 

BULLY 
RAIDS,
 BOMBS. 
CINCH?
 UHHHH . . . 

 The remarkable turn of events in 
Ukraine.  (Duncan Stevens) 

BRIEF
 BRADY
 BREAK

 When you realize that being 
driven into the ground by giant 
linemen beats being driven up 
the wall by your kids. (Jesse 
Frankovich, Lansing, Mich.) 

FAULT
 FAUCI,
 TRUST 
SEUSS

 Fox on docs. (Chris Doyle, 
Denton, Tex.) 

BANJO
 KAZOO
 DISCO
 COMBO 

The least frequently hired 

Winner gets the Clowning Achievement, our Style 
Invitational trophy. Second place receives, somewhat apropos 
to this week’s contest, Poo-Dough,  a Play-Doh-inspired mold 
and compound to make, well, yeah. “Looks like the real thing 
(smells much better)” and even comes with some fake corn 
kernels and peanut pieces to add authenticity to your product. 
Decorate your yard! Donated by Invite fan Dan Huff.

Other runners-up win their choice of our “For Best Results, 
Pour Into Top End” Loser Mug or our “Whole Fools” Grossery 
Bag. Honorable mentions get one of our new lusted-after 
Loser magnets, “A Small Jester of Appreciation” or “Close, but 
Ceci N’est Pas un Cigare.” First Offenders receive only a smelly 
tree-shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). See 
general contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/inviteFAQ. 
The headline “Funny Fives Faves” is by Jesse Frankovich; Craig 
Dykstra  wrote the honorable-mentions subhead. Join the 
lively Style Invitational Devotees group on Facebook at 
on.fb.me/invdev; “like” the Style Invitational Ink of the Day on 
Facebook at bit.ly/inkofday;  follow @StyleInvite on Twitter.

 The Style Conversational The Empress’s weekly online 
column discusses each new contest and set of results. See this 
week’s  at wapo.st/conv1483.

musical ensemble. (Jonathan 
Jensen, Baltimore)   

SIXTY 
TIMES
 ZILCH

 Success rate of you-know-who’s 
post-election lawsuits. (Mark 
Raffman, Reston)

SOLID
 WASTE
 AUDIT
 CHIEF

 How your résumé can describe 
the year you spent dumpster-
diving. (Chris Doyle)  

MARIE: 
BLADE 
ADIEU
 AHEAD! 
The 1793 guillotine squad lets 

the queen know what’s coming. 
(Kathy El-Assal, Middleton, Wis.)

 

SHINY-
PATED 
ASSET-
LADEN 
PAPER 
OWNER

(Jeff Bezos owns The Wash-
ington Post.) (Jesse Frankovich)

And Last: 
PRIZE:
OLIVE
GREEN
LLAMA
VOMIT

What makes  Losers try so hard 
for Invite ink.  (Jon Gearhart)

More honorable mentions in the 
online Invite at  wapo.st/
invite1483. 

Still running — deadline 
Monday night, April 11: Make 
new words from any of 36 
ScrabbleGrams letter sets. See 
wapo.st/invite1482. 

Absolute Ruler

American Icon

American     Xperiment

Apprehend

Barber Road

Bargaining Power

Be There

Beyond Best

Bletchley Park

Bloodline

Boise

Bureau

Bye Bye Bobby

Cant Be Doin That

Charge It

Clapton

Classic Causeway

Concept

Conclusive

Congressman

Courvoisier

Crown Pride

Cyberknife

Dean’s List

Doppelganger

Early Voting

Echo Zulu

Efficiency

Electability

El Paso

Enough Already

Enthrallment

Epicenter

Epoch

Ethereal Road

Flying Drummer

Forbidden Kingdom

Glider

Goin to the Show

Grantham

Gunfighter

Happy Jack

Hopper

Howling Time

Improper

In Due Time

Iron Works

Kerouac

Long Term

Major General

Make It Big

Messier

Miss Everything

Momentous

Money Supply

Morello

Mr White

Mugged

Nabokov

Octane

On Thin Ice

Overrule

Paper Mirror

Pappacap

Particular

Peaceful Waters

Presidential

Rattle N Roll

Rhetoric

Rich Strike

Rockefeller

Script

Secret Oath

Seventh Letter

Shake Em Loose

Simplification

Slim Man

Slow Down Andy

Smarten Up

Smile Happy

Strike Hard

Strobe

Summer Is Tomorrow

Surpassing

Take Action

Tawny Port

The Thunderer

Tiz the Bomb

Top Secret

Trademark

Un Ojo

Unraptured

Verbal

Volcanic

We the People

Wharton

White Abarrio

Win the Day

Witty

Zozos


